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Why MySpace?



Teens are already there…

l 55% of online teens use social networks 
and have created online profiles.

Source: Teens, Privacy, and Online Social Networks,  Pew Internet reports, 2007



What are they doing there?

l Older girls (ages 15-17) are more likely to use 
social networking sites and create online profiles 
as compared with boys the same age.

l Girls use the sites primarily to reinforce pre-
existing friendships.

l Boys are more likely to flirt and make new 
friends.

l 48% of teens visit social networking websites 
daily or more often.

Source: Teens, Privacy, and Online Social Networks,  Pew Internet reports, 2007



Where do they access the Internet?

l 89% - at home
l 75% - at school
l 70% - at a friend or relative’s house
l 50% - at a library
l 9% - at a community center or house of 

worship 

Source: Social Media and Libraries, Pew Internet, 2007



Digital Natives

l Students today are “native speakers” of 
the digital language of computers, video 
games and the Internet. 

l They have spent their entire lives 
surrounded by digital technology.

Source: Marc Prensky (marcprensky.com)





Digital Natives may think and process 
information fundamentally differently

from their predecessors.

Source: Marc Prensky (marcprensky.com)



Some characteristics:

Digital Native
l Multi-tasking
l Wants graphics before 

text
l Prefers random access, 

eg, hypertext . 
l Thrives on instant 

gratification. 
l Prefers games to “serious”

work. 

Digital Immigrant
l Reads the manual 
l Prints out email.  
l Writes, reads and edits 

documents in print only.
l Calls to ask:

“Did you get
my email?”

Source: Marc Prensky (marcprensky.com)



Teen Realities

45% own MP3 Players – versus 20% of adults

84% own at least one 
personal media device

44% have two or more devices

Roughly 30% of both teens 
and adults own laptops

Source: Social Media and Libraries, Pew Internet, 2007



Libraries that use MySpace

l See list at Library Success Wiki: 
http://www.libsuccess.org/index.php?title=MySpace_%26_Teens

l or YALSA:
http://teentechweek.wikispaces.com/Online+Social+Networking

l some samples…



eVolver
Denver Public Library (http://www.myspace.com/denver_evolver)



YA Space at Madison Public Library
Huntsville-Madison County Public Library, Alabama
(http://www.myspace.com/yaspace)



The Tower 
Castle Rock, Colorado 
Philip S. Miller Library, Douglas County Libraries 
(http://www.myspace.com/teen_tower)



Seattle Public Library Teen Center
Seattle, Washington (http://www.myspace.com/splteencenter)



How to Do It
All Baby Steps…

































































What the code looks like…

l <STYLE>a, a.man, a:link, a:visited{font-family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;color:FF00FF; font-size:8pt; 
font-weight:normal; text-decoration:none; font-style:normal} a:active, a:hover{font-family:comic sans ms, arial, 
times new roman;color:CC00FF; font-size:8pt; font-weight:normal; text-decoration:none; font-style:normal;}td, 
table, tr, span, li, p, div, textarea, DIV {font-family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;color:FFFF00; font-
weight:normal; font-decoration:none; font-style:normal;background-color:transparent} td, li, p, div, textarea {font-
family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;border-color:FF00FF} table{border-color:FFFF00}a.navbar{font-
family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;font-size:8pt; font-weight:normal} a.navbar:link{color:FF00FF;} 
a.navbar:active{color:CC00FF;} a.navbar:visited{color:FF00FF;} 
a.navbar:hover{color:CC00FF;}a.searchlinkSmall{font-family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;font-size:8pt; 
text-decoration:none; font-weight:normal;} a.searchlinkSmall:link{color:FFFF00} 
a.searchlinkSmall:active{color:CC00FF} a.searchlinkSmall:visited{color:FFFF00} 
a.searchlinkSmall:hover{color:CC00FF}body{font-family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;background-
color:6600CC;background-image:url(); background-position:0%; background-repeat:repeat; background-
attachment:fixed;}.nametext{font-family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;font-size:8pt;color:FFFF00; font-
weight:normal;}.blacktext10{font-family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;font-size:8pt; color:FFFF00; font-
weight:normal;}.blacktext12{font-family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;font-size:8pt; color:FFFF00; font-
weight:normal;}.btext, .itext, .text{font-family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;font-size:8pt; color:FFFF00; 
font-weight:normal;}.orangetext15{font-family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;color:FFFF00; font-
weight:normal;}.lightbluetext8{font-family:comic sans ms, arial, times new roman;font-size:8pt; color:FFFF00; font-
weight:normal;}.tmz_imp{font-family:arial;color:FF0000;font-weight:bold}a img{border-color:00CCFF; border-
width:2px;border-style:solid;}a:hover img{border-color:00CCCC; border-width:2px;border-
style:solid;}body{scrollbar-arrow-color:FFFF00;scrollbar-Track-Color:6600CC;scrollbar-Highlight-
Color:FFFF00;scrollbar-base-color:FFFF00;scrollbar-Face-Color:6600CC;scrollbar-Shadow-
Color:FFFF00;scrollbar-DarkShadow-Color:FFFF00</STYLE><embed style='display:none' src='' 
AUTOSTART='True' LOOP='1'>This profile was edited with <A Href='http://www.edityourmyspace.com'>Edit Your 
MySpace</A>





























l www.edityourmyspace.com/

l www.pimpwebpage.com/
l http://www.htmate2.com/mylook/

l http://www.freecodesource.com/
l http://www.freeweblayouts.net/

l If you know what css is all about and want to “do it right”
http://www.mikeindustries.com/blog/archive/2006/04/hac
king-myspace-layouts



What to Expect



Plan ahead

Staff Guidelines for MySpace
l Include a disclaimer
l Review your page frequently
l Update regularly
l Avoid trademarked images
l Make it fun!
Policy Issues:
l PR policy
l Internet policy
l For example, see King County Library System’s 

“Important Information for Parents” http://www.kcls.org/about/socialnetwork.cfm



SJPL MySpace Experience

l One quote that sums it up:

All of the teens at [our library] are seemingly using MySpace. 
However, many of them don't want to add the library as a 
friend because their profiles have inappropriate content... or 
because it just isn't cool to add the library

l MySpace is just one of the ways we reach teens



Resources for Libraries on MySpace

l Mary Minow’s LibraryLaw blog http://blog.librarylaw.com

l Friends: Social Networking Sites for Engaged 
Library Services http://onlinesocialnetworks.blogspot.com/

l Teens & Social Networking in the School & 
Public Library http://blog.librarylaw.com/librarylaw/files/YALSA-

SocialNetworkingandlibraries.doc

l Yalsa Wiki - Social Networking Space 
http://teentechweek.wikispaces.com/Online+Social+Networking

l Yalsa Online Social Networking Toolkit
http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/profdev/SocialNetworkingToolkit_March07.pdf



Other Social Networking Sites

l FaceBook

l Twitter
l Bebo

l Xanga
l Ning – create your own social network

l Elgg – open source platform for social 
networking

l …and blogging, wikis, podcasts, flickr and lots 
more… http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_social_networking_websites



Find this presentation online

l http://sjplyouthservices.pbwiki.com/


