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TEENS ARE INVITED TO CREATE A ‘FACE’ 

FOR THE CONTRA COSTA COUNTY LIBRARY
Avatar Design Contest Allows Young Readers to Showcase their Creativity 

Pleasant Hill, CA (May 30, 2007) — Beginning June 11, the Contra Costa County Library, will begin accepting submissions for the Library’s Teen Services “Give OurLibrary a Face” Contest.  Young adults, grades 6 through 12, living in Contra Costa County or those who have a Contra Costa County Library card are invited to create an original avatar, a virtual ‘face,’ that depicts what they think a library looks like.  All entries must be received by 5:00 p.m., September 1, 2007.  The winning avatar will be prominently featured in “OurLibrary,” the Library’s new MySpace profile. This contest allows teens to showcase their creativity while interacting with peers and library professionals in a way they never could before.

Participants are invited to submit designs of their own creation, integrating characters or images inspired by reading and literature, or by library buildings and people from their local community.  A group of up to ten finalists will be chosen from the entries received and will be posted on “OurLibrary” at www.myspace.com/ourlibrary throughout the month of September.  Visitors will be able to cast their vote for the avatar that they would like to see representing Contra Costa County Library on this site.  The winner will be announced at a countywide Teen Read Week event, October 14 – October 20, and will be awarded an iPod shuffle.  In addition, contest participants attending this event have the chance to win one of three additional prizes.  Event details will be announced in September 2007.

The contest kicks off “OurLibrary” the new Contra Costa County Library’s MySpace profile. The Library will utilize MySpace’s network and tools to reach out to the online community of Contra Costa County students, artists and readers. “We're placing library services on the Web because that's where teens are, and where they get much of their information,” says Cathy Sanford, Deputy County Librarian of the Contra Costa County Library.  “Teens can get help with their homework, contact a librarian or online tutor and are able to find a book, movie or music CD in the library’s catalog from this site.”  Designed especially with young adults in mind, the profile has been already been critiqued by young library users from throughout the county.  Their suggestions, feedback, and original content are incorporated into the site, giving it undeniable teen appeal.  

How to Participate:

1. You must be a teen (grade 6 through 12) who lives in Contra Costa County OR who has a Contra Costa County Library card to enter. 

2. Entries must be hand-drawn or computer generated.

3. Entry must be an original creation and cannot have been used elsewhere at any time. 
4. No entry will be accepted without an entry form. 
5. Once submitted, all entries become the property of the Contra Costa County Library.

Teens are welcome to submit more than one design for consideration. 

Prizes will be awarded during Teen Read Week, October 14 – 20, 2007.


For more information about the avatar design contest contact your local library branch or visit the library’s website at ccclib.org/teen/contests.html. 
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